
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held on Monday 18th April 2011 at 7.30pm in Chorley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), R Griffiths (Vice-Chairman), R Abbiss, M Shineton, D Newsham, J Davies.

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 2

00.
Public participation:

Mr and Mrs Sharp, Litley Oak attended and gave a brief explanation of their planning application.  This is purely to link 2 separate buildings to make one dwelling which is a distance of approximately 6’.

Questions regarding the plans were answered after which the couple left the meeting.

01.
Apologies for absence:

Cllrs A Parsons (holiday), J Davies (late arrival). RESOLVED to accept apologies.
Clerk read letter of apologies and resignation from Cllr Home which was due to family and work commitments. This was accepted and will be dealt with under correspondence.
02.
Declaration of interest:

Cllr Hamilton-Russell - personal interest in item 8b Parish Watch co-ordinator.
Cllr Newsham – prejudicial interest in item 8 Severn Hospice.

Cllr Shineton – prejudicial interest in item 8 Severn Hospice, Severn Centre.

Cllr Abbiss – prejudicial interest in item 8 Severn Hospice and personal in item 9 School field drainage.

03.
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 28th March 2011.

The minutes had been circulated with the agenda. It was RESOLVED to accept these as a true record and the chairman signed the minutes.
04.
Matters arising from the minutes:

a. Clerk’s report:

Clerk thanked Councillors for the flowers which were presented to her at the meeting last week – they were very much appreciated!

Clerk confirmed that the Bridgnorth Journal had inserted the picture and report on Friday – Shropshire Star were also given the same photograph but had not used this. Details have also been sent to the Clerk and Council’s Direct magazine and it is hoped that this will be included in the May issue.

Newsletters from Ditton Priors PPG were not ready so could not be delivered with the PC newsletters.

Speed readings for Chorley have been requested but not yet received – will chase again.

Parish Charter – Cllr Parsons will look at this when she returns from holiday. Chairman confirmed that he had received a letter from SC confirming that the Charter is to be re-visited and that anyone interested in an input into this will be invited to attend a meeting which is to be arranged.

Crucial Crew account – cash received and banked from the Charity Accounts – cheque sent off to Crucial Crew for £85.

05.
Planning applications:
a) Erection of a glazed corridor link - Litley Oak, Chorley. 

Several Councillors had visited the site and although it was accepted that this was a barn conversion and extensions had not previously been permitted it was felt that this link was required to join 2 small buildings to make a reasonable family home. To deny this application would spoil a good barn conversion. RESOLVED to approve the plans and forward these comments to SC.

b) Any others received after issue of agenda:

No further applications received.

c) Permissions/refusals:

As per email confirmations received from SC.

06. Correspondence:

Clerk’s new tax code – noted receipt and this has been applied to this month’s salary.

Acknowledgments for cheques sent out last month received from:

CAB 




Hope House



Sidbury PCC



Parish online



Chorley Chapel



Severn Hospice - Cllrs Newsham, Shineton and Abbiss all declared prejudicial interests in this item as they fund raise for the Hospice.*


Samaritans



Chorley Village Hall


Severn Centre – Cllr Shineton declared a prejudicial interest in this item as a trustee of the Centre.*
Stottesdon PCC
*Cllrs did not leave the room as the item was not being discussed – only acknowledgement of cheque sent out.


SC – Precept confirmation

Correspondence received since issue of agenda:

Clerk and Council’s Direct magazine

Letter from John Smith re: Local connection for David and Thomas Cook – Clerk confirmed that she had left a message for Mr Smith confirming that the letter has been dealt with and was with SC.

Rural Watch newsletter

UK Referendum 5th May posters

Audit – details of the programme received and also confirming that the PC had been selected as one of the ‘5% spot check’ this year. Clerk has to furnish the auditors with additional information – details read out. The books are at present with the internal auditor.

Emails forwarded:

Weekly Planning lists

Public Service Efficiency update

ALC Parish Pump

ALC member training – bookings sent to Ian Kilby

ALC – Updated legal topics

SC – SamDev (paper copy received) 
Rural Services Network newsletter

Journal of Local Planning – Budget 2011 changes

SC – supplementary Planning documents and list of active Local Plan policies – Clerk will print off copies of new policies and keep in a file for future reference.
Public Services Efficiency update

SC – road closure Aston Botterell

SC- Places young people play – Cllr Griffiths reported that she felt that this was a very important and a good relevant document. Chairman asked Cllr Griffiths to let Clerk have a response to send to SC.

ALC – NALC E Bulletin 1/4/11 Consultation review of Statutory Duties

ALC – LJC community Action contacts April 2011
Emails received after issue of agenda:

Public mapping service – Clerk has signed up to this (no charge).
ALC training – Agendas/minutes – 24th July Shirehall and Fundamentals for Cllrs – 27th July Telford Civic Offices - no interest shown.
Chris Tibbits – re: PW information – Chairman will deal with this. A circulation list will be drawn up.
Sustainable Government update

ALC – CLG Neighbourhood Planning programme

Weekly planning lists

ALC – Equality Act Legal Topic note

ALC – Invitation to West Midlands Allotment Offices forum

Parish Online newsletter forwarded today.

Flood Forum meeting – 25th May 2ppm Westgate, Bridgnorth – Cllr Hamilton-Russell will attend.
Letter of apologies and resignation from Cllr Sarah Home – this had been noted earlier and it was agreed to write a letter of thanks to Cllr Home. Clerk will notify SC of the resignation.
07.
Website policy:

This had been drawn up by Cllr Griffiths with input from Clerk. Clerk had also forwarded this to Shropnet for their comments - they could see no problem with this as it is the PC website.

It was RESOLVED that this be adopted and will be updated every 3 years.

08.
Parish problems;

a) Parish matters:

There had been a problem on Sunday 17th April when the traffic lights at the bottom of Wribley Bank had been tipped over and were not working. Clerk reported this to SC who had dealt with the situation.

Hedge outside Jasmine Cottage, Chorley is protruding onto highway – Clerk had previously asked owner to cut this back but as there had been a negative response and does not appear to have been cut back Clerk was asked to write to SC and ask them to look into the matter.

The general state of the roads was once again mentioned and Clerk was asked if a new programme of highway maintenance had been received. Clerk had not received this but understood that both ends of the Chorley road were to be repaired and a road closure will be needed – hopefully during the first week of June.

The resurfacing of Glebe Drive was once again questioned – is this necessary to do this when the roads are in need of repair? Clerk pointed out that she understood that this was planned maintenance but would check the situation.
Cllr Shineton suggested that a list is made of the repairs needed throughout the Parish and send them to Chris Edwards, Graham Downes and Andy Oliver for their inclusion in the new programme. Cllr Shineton also confirmed that Chris Edwards wants to come out to parishes to look at the problems first hand.

The following work was highlighted:

Sidbury – in particular outside The Vandas where there is no surface left.

Chorley road.

Midwinters bend.

Hall Orchard corner towards Cleobury – road subsidence.

Road straight through Stottesdon from School through to Station Road.

Brooksmeeting.

Rough patches outside Walton Farm entrance.

The situation of The Firs was questioned – this is in the hands of the legal department and enforcement is being taken.

b) Parish Watch:

Nothing reported recently.

09.
School field drainage:

Cllr Abbiss declared a personal interest as School Governor.

S. Cllr Shineton felt that there was not a lot the PC could do as it appears that this project does not fit the criteria for the Rural Challenge scheme.

After discussions it was RESOLVED that the Clerk writes to the School and asks for the specification for the work which needs to be carried out bearing in mind the heavy workload the Head has with the school reorganisation and the PC will then explore other means of funding.
10.
Road name signs:

Clerk confirmed that she had emailed for some prices but had not yet received these. This will be put on the next agenda.

11.
Financial matters:

a) Outstanding payments:

Clerk’s salary - £xxx
Insurance – Clerk had 2 alternative quotes but as one had only been received that day needs looking into. As this is not due until 1st June it was RESOLVED to leave this until next meeting.
ALC subs - £264.26

It was RESOLVED to pay these accounts and Councillors/Clerk were instructed to sign the cheques.
b) Income since last meeting:

This will only be interest on deposit account but statement has not yet been received.

c) Bank statement:

Current account bank statement received and checked and signed by Chairman.

d) Year end bank reconciliation:

Clerk circulated the year end reconciliation. Copies of accounts and bank statement were also circulated in order for Councillors to look at these for the next meeting.

12.
ALC report:

Cllr Abbiss declared a personal interest as ALC Chairman.

Cllr reported the following:
· HMRC confirmed that honorarium’s are subject to PAYE.

· Charter review – ALC Executive to review and work with SC.

· Bridgnorth Area Committee meeting 28th April with speakers from Local Transport.

· Bridgnorth Area Committee meeting 28th June will host presentation from SC – Working with SC. 7pm start – all welcome to attend.

· Localism event Wednesday 29th June 10am in conjunction with Community Council - £12 to include lunch at Shirehall.

· ALC collected 1/5th of subs already.

· NALC – new Contract for clerks to come out.

13.
Shropshire Councillor’s report:

Shropshire Cllr Shineton gave a report which included:

· Place plans – Parish Plan forms basis of ‘Place Plans’ and there could be an opportunity to feed into Cleobury Mortimer – think what to feed in – Medical centre/parking.

· Parish Plan needs to be updated. 

· Stottesdon cluster not hub.

· Infrastructure Levy – this was discussed once again and comments should be fed into SC with a copy to ALC.  Chairman asked Cllr Davies to put her comments to Clerk.
· Market Towns Revitalisation – devolve money to Cleobury Mortimer.

Localism Bill – chairman asked if any credit is given to Quality Councils and what benefits?

Cllr Shineton expressed concern that the Lengthsman Scheme budget had not all been used and had asked Willowdene to provide quotes for grass cutting in the parish.

14.
Items for next agenda:

Insurance

Year end accounts

Place Plans

Road name signs

15.
Date of next meeting:

Due to a training session being attended by several Councillors it was RESOLVED to change the date of the meeting to 16th May – Annual Parish Council meeting.

CHEQUES WRITTEN:

Mrs F Morris – salary - £xxx

ALC - £264.26

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.35pm.

Signed:






Date:

These minutes were approved at the Parish Council meeting on 16th May 2011
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