



Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held in Chorley Village Hall on Monday 20th April 2015 at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs. H Barratt (Chairman), R Abbiss, A Millington, S Crawford, D Young, M Evans, S Allan, J Hill, B Hamilton-Russell.

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

0)
Public participation:

No public present.

1)
Apologies for absence:
Unitary Cllrs Shineton and Butler.

2)
Declaration of Interests

The Localism Act 2011, Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.  
Members are reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not the interest is entered in the register of member’s interests maintained by the Monitoring Officer.

None.

3)
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 23rd March 2015:
It was RESOLVED that these be accepted as a true record and the Chairman signed the minutes accordingly.

4)
Matters Arising from the minutes:

(a) Progress report:
Annual parish meeting:

This appeared to go well despite low numbers again.

Clerk wondered if it was possible that next year this date be moved until perhaps May as this coincides with accounts year end/newsletter production and often Easter holidays. Cllrs could see no reason in not amending this meeting but a decision will be left until the dates are set for next year.

Roads:

Some potholes have been temporary filled. Roads have been marked for the planned work to be carried out – just waiting for dates!

Following a request to repair Honeysuckle brook road and a large pothole by Upper Northwood SC replied saying that they would look at these and issue work where needed.

Hedges/Trees:

No further information received regarding the trees at Midwinters bend or the hedges in Stottesdon. Clerk will chase Highways again about these 2 matters. 

Willowdene have been out in the parish working today. Following the request from Cllr Hamilton- Russell about Hardwicke bridge they did go out today and retrieve the large stone from the brook but need to get this back onto the roadside before being able to put this back into place and were concerned about liability etc. Clerk had spoken to Graham Downes and he was going to talk to Willowdene about this.

Graham has told Willowdene to leave this now and he will ask the Bridge Team to deal with it.

No turning sign at The Kinsleys:

Clerk has been requested for a ‘no turning’ sign by the residents as buses, lorries and the library van turn here quite regularly. Alice Dilly is looking into this matter. Clerk wondered if SC will not provide this would the PC consider paying for this. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should obtain prices for this and then Councillors would consider this.

(b)Any other matters arising:

Chairman confirmed that she had not sent in the letter regarding the planning meeting at SC and Willowdene plans. After discussions it was RESOLVED that the Clerk writes to the Planning Department asking for sight of the s106 agreement as it was felt that the PC should be happy that this was as tight as possible regarding the chalets.

5)
Planning applications: 

a) Any received after issue of agenda:
None received.
b) Planning permissions/refusals:

Reference:  15/00298/TCA (validated: 27/02/2015)

Address:  Stottesdon C E Primary School, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Shropshire, DY14 8UE

Proposal:  Fell 1No Poplar Lombardy Tree lying within Stottesdon Conservation Area

Decision:  No Objection

Chairman asked Cllr Millington is she had requested that a replacement tree is planted. It was confirmed that the school were happy to do this but might come to the PC for financial support.

c) Any others received after issue of agenda:
None.
6)
SALC report:
Rosemary Abbiss, Chairman of SALC reported the following:

· Major debate with NALC regarding devolving services.

· CTSG – still ill feeling regarding this.

· Libraries – no one size fits all.

· Falling number in demands for school places. Schools to engage more with Parish Councils.

· Gail Power has been appointed to staff at SALC.

· Working Group set up regarding the effectiveness of Area Committees

· Local Council Award Scheme – Cllrs Shineton and Di Dorrell (SALC) to take this forward.

· 3 Planning committees united as 1 – email sent out to Parish and Town Councils.

Chairman thanked Rosemary Abbiss for her report.

7)
Unitary Councillor’s report:
No report available.

8)
Financial matters:

a) Outstanding payments: 
Clerk’s fees - £xxx

HMRC - £115.48

SALC subs - £295.72

SALC training accounts - £40, £60, £60 = £160

Willowdene account – not received.
b) Income since last meeting – 53p interest on deposit account.
c) Bank statement:
Initialled by Chairman.

d) Asset Register approval:
This had been amended to include the new road name signs and it was RESOLVED to accept this.
e) To approve year end accounts/budget:
Clerk produced copies of the accounts/budget statement for all Councillors. After discussions it was RESOLVED that these be accepted and were duly signed by the Chairman and Clerk.
9)
Parish matters/problems:
a) Parish problems:

· Duddlewick bend breaking up badly. Clerk confirmed that this is one of the areas on the list for repair but no dates for the work yet confirmed.

· Moon House Bank – this is badly affected by potholes and it is considered very dangerous for cyclists. After discussions it was RESOLVED that the Clerk writes and asks SC for a sign saying ‘uneven road’.
· Honeysuckle Lane – land is lower than the fields either side. Large agricultural vehicles use this road. Ditches dug along here before Easter and it was felt that this road needs looking at/repairing urgently.

· Parking outside Rays Farm over the Easter weekend was dangerous. Whilst it 

· Is good that they are busy cars could not get through. After discussions it was RESOLVED to write to rays Farm pointing out the problem and asking what plans they will have in force for the future.
· Dog fouling along Bakehouse Lane/Chorley Hall footpath. Signs will be put up pointing out the danger to cattle in the field which is also used by dog owners.

b) Parish Watch:
Nothing to report.

10)
Correspondence:  

Emails forwarded include: All noted as received unless comments made.
SALC Bulletins

Rural Hub newsletters

Acknowledgements for donations: Severn Hospice, Cleobury Mortimer Youth

Any others received after issue of agenda:
Letter received from SC regarding a request from the owners of the Old Police House requesting to purchase the piece of land adjoining their property to the car parking area.

After discussions it was RESOLVED not to support this request as when the Parish Council asked to put play equipment on this land they were told ‘no as this was potential housing development land’. Clerk was asked to send a copy of the email received from STAR Housing regarding this to SC and also requesting if there had been a change in policy and also advising the SC that the PC would like first option to purchase this land.
An email was also received from Cllr Shineton also confirming her objection to the sale of this land.

Email received regarding the alteration of the Planning committees from 3 to 1. A copy of the letter Ryton X1 Towns had sent in had been circulated to Cllrs.
After discussion s Councillors fully support the letter sent to SC by from RuytonX1 Towns. Councillors feel that the present 3 Planning Committees should be retained but also question the comments to applications from Highways. Cllrs understand that Officers at Shirehall comment on planning applications when it was felt that local offices i.e. Bridgnorth should be consulted as they are the ‘local’ highway department who are aware of the area better than Officers at Shrewsbury.  The views of the Parish Council should be taken into account as they also know the area better. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk send in these comments.
11)
Date of next meeting: 
11th May - Annual Parish Council Meeting

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.40pm.

Cheques written:

Clerk’s fees - £xxx

HMRC - £115.48

SALC subs - £295.72

SALC training accounts - £40, £60, £60 = £160

Signed:   Chairman





Date:

These minutes were approved at the Parish Council meeting on 11th May 2015.
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