
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held in Chorley Village Hall on Monday 22nd April 2013 at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), R Abbiss, T Casswell, H Barratt, R Bunn, A Parsons  and M Shineton (who arrived late).

Parishioners: 0

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

0)
Public participation:

No public in attendance.

1)
Apologies for absence:

Cllrs D Walsh (working), S Steed (dispensation previously granted), M Shineton (who will arrive late due to prior meeting). It was RESOLVED to accept these apologies.
2)
Declaration of Interests

The Localism Act 2011, Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.  
Members are reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not the interest is entered in the register of member’s interests maintained by the Monitoring Officer.

No interests declared by Cllrs but Clerk declared a person interest in the planning application for The Duck Inn as she works there. Clerk explained that she has no say in items but declared the interest to be ‘open and transparent’ and would continue to take the minutes, as normal. RESOLVED that this is accepted.

3)
Councillor’s dispensations:

None requested.

4)
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 25th March 2013:

It was RESOLVED that the minutes be accepted as a true record after the alteration to £50 from £75 to the donation for Hope House. Chairman signed the minutes.
5)
Matters Arising from the minutes

(a)  Progress report) from Clerk:
Elections:

As reported at the Annual Parish meeting last week it was disappointing that we only had 5 candidates. We need to find 5 more hopefully within 35 days.

Update from Annual Parish meeting:

Clerk had sent in all reports and understands that the machine has been out repairing potholes and has received thanks for the very good repairs on Moon House Bank – Clerk has fed this into SC. 

The following is the reply from Andy Oliver at SC:

· The two manhole covers are still to be seen to when Ringway go back to raise the BT cover which is in the same area (you’ve probably seen the markings on the road). I will try and chase up this work.

· I have had a walk through by the Old shop but I couldn’t see any defects in the new surfacing. Obviously we will keep a close eye on the work that has been done up until the guarantee period expires.

· The road from the Highlands to Overton appears to have suffered damage during the recent bad weather and this has gone on the list for the potholes to be filled asap. As mentioned previously there is funding allocated this financial year to resurface a section of this road. 

· The flooding outside Lower Northwood farm has been looked into and it was found that there were tree roots in the outlet pipe of the drainage system causing it to block. Work is to be carried out to replace two lengths of pipe and recently the trees have been felled so this should stop the problem from occurring again. 

· Following an inspection of the wooden posts placed on the verge outside the Rectory in Sidbury a letter is being sent to the property to request that these are removed.

Bus Shelter:

The grant towards this was paid into the bank account yesterday together with the precept.

B4363 work:

This work has now been completed and many complaints were received regarding the confusing road signage.

On the Monday evening machinery was left parked at Billingsley chipping bed and when the men went to work next morning filters and exhaust parts had been stolen! As diversion signs sent vehicles down Bind Lane it is now wondered if these were changed around at the same time!!

It was RESOLVED that as the work has been carried out this be left as any further action would be unnessary.
Anti virus software for computer:

This has expired and asked if the PC would be prepared to buy this. It was RESOLVED that this would be purchased by the PC and Chairman asked Cllr Casswell to look at available products and advise Clerk. 

Accounts:

Clerk has spent many hours completing the accounts and has talked to Val Hill the Internal Auditor who will have the books off Clerk as soon as final checks have been carried out.

(b) Any other matters arising:


None.

6)
Planning applications: 

Clerk had declared a personal interest in this application.

a) Reference:  13/00993/FUL(validated: 04/04/2013)

Address:  The Duck Inn, Chorley, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV16 6PP

Proposal:  Change of use of existing stables to commercial premises to include re-roofing

Applicant: Mrs S Clulee

Cllrs had visited this site and could see no problems with this application and it was RESOLVED that this be supported.
b) Reference:  13/01202/FUL(validated: 28/03/2013)

Address:  Raysland, Billingsley, Bridgnorth, WV16 6PF

Proposal:  The erection of a garage/storage building (mixed agricultural and domestic use)

Applicant: W.J Jones And Company

Cllrs had visited this site and felt that this fits in well with the property and it was RESOLVED that this be supported.
c) Any others received after issue of agenda:

Reference:  13/01403/FUL (validated: 12/04/2013)

Address:  Lower Harcourt, Chorley, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV16 6PP

Proposal:  Renewal of extant Planning Permission 10/00775/FUL Erection of a replacement timber framed garage with storeroom following demolition of existing
Applicant: Mr Johnothon Weston

Reference:  13/01404/LBC(validated: 12/04/2013)

Address:  Lower Harcourt, Chorley, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV16 6PP

Proposal:  Renewal of extant Listed Building Consent 10/00776/LBC Demolition of existing detached garage

Applicant: Mr Jonothon Weston

These applications have been supported in the past and it was RESOLVED to support these again.

	
	


d) Planning permissions/refusals

Reference:  13/00516/VAR (validated: 18/02/2013)

Address:  Lower Chorley Farm, Chorley, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV16 6PP

Proposal:  Application for the removal of Condition No.1 attached to Planning Permission reference 10/02054/COU to allow the continuation of the use of the workshop

Decision:  Grant Permission
Reference:  13/01001/TCA(validated: 15/03/2013)

Address:  Chapel House, 4 Station Road, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, DY14 8TT

Proposal:  To crown clean and crown thin by up to 20% 1No. Beech and to crown reduce by 25% 1No. Sycamore within Stottesdon Conservation Area

Decision:  No Objection

e) Planning enquiry re: Dormer windows

Clerk issued the following report:

“To clarify the situation I received a call asking if planning permission was required to install dormer windows. I said that I suspected that this could be permitted development but asked where the property was and I would speak to the planning department for advice. I was given the name of the property in Chorley.

I contacted Planning Dept and received an email back saying that an enforcement enquiry had been opened up and they would come back to me with their findings.

I then received a further email stating that there had been no breach and planning permission was not required.

This was NOT a complaint simply just a question and came to me via a telephone call to my house not through the local pub. I did speak to SC regarding this and they confirmed that the PC had a right to ask and check as ‘permitted development rights’ may have been removed from this permission – they hadn’t been but an application had been submitted for Building Regs for these windows. The PC does not get notified of such applications.
I am disappointed that inappropriate comments have been made via the social media suggesting that the PC is acting unprofessionally.

It is a shame that instead of using the social media that these people did not attend the Annual Parish meeting or contact the PC to investigate the matter before making such comments.

There was no malice or spite in the question being asked”.

This matter was briefly discussed and it was RESOLVED that the Clerk had acted correctly on behalf of the PC and a unanimous vote of confidence was given in the Clerk.

7)
Financial matters:

a) Outstanding payments:

Clerks fees. 

Due to the elections and change of Councillors Clerk had picked up via the Clerk’s forum that many Clerk’s were concerned regarding their salary payments. Clerk had checked this out and it had been suggested that 2 month’s salary could be paid this month to cover the May salary as long as it was agreed and recorded in the minutes, this would solve any problems of any signatories on the account not being at the meeting etc. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk also be paid for May at this meeting.

Chorley Family Playgroup. 

Clerk read out the letter from the Playgroup giving the costs of the recent work and asking that the PC considers the donation of up to £1000. Clerk had asked for a copy of their accounts and queried if they had received any other grants towards this project. Accounts were provided and confirmation that they had not received any grants.

Cllrs thought that they had received an LJC grant but as Cllr Shineton had not arrived it was agreed to  leave this item for further discussion when Cllr Shineton arrived.
HMRC PAYE.

Under the new HMRC Real Time PAYE this cannot be worked out until the end of each month so this will be left until next meeting.
SALC account:

£272.20 – which is cheaper than last year. It was RESOLVED to pay this account.

Clerk asked for a cheque for £1 coins for the heating in the village hall as it already owed her £5. It was RESOLVED to pay a cheque of £20.

b) Year end accounts/Audit papers:

Clerk produced copies of the year end accounts, bank reconciliation, bank statement which all agreed.  It was RESOLVED to accept these and were signed by Chairman and Clerk.

Budget reconciliation needed to show the interest on the deposit account – RESOLVED to accept.

Audit papers received and will be dealt once the internal audit has been carried out.

 c) Income since last meeting:

£19166.85 - £17077 precept and £2089.85 bus shelter grant.

36p interest on deposit account.

8)
SALC report:

Cllr Abbiss gave a brief report on the Leader meeting she had attended at Chester last Friday.

Cllr Shineton arrived at this point.

9)
Shropshire Councillor’s report:

Cllr Shineton reported that she had attended a morning session with the Ambulance Service. 350 hours had been wasted this year of ambulance time with waiting at Princess Royal and Royal Shrewsbury Hospitals.

Beds had been reduced and now there are not enough to cope with demands – 97% beds full which should only be 85%.

Health and Well Being Board in place but further decisions have now been put off until after the elections.

Disappointed with the number of Parish Council non elections.

Chairman thanked Cllr Shineton for her report.
10)
Elections:

This had already been covered but Chairman urged everyone once again to encourage others to stand to fill the 5 vacancies.

11)
Correspondence:  

Including emails forwarded to Cllrs:

SALC – SC signs deal for faster broadband to County

Weekly Planning lists

RSN newsletters

School bus – Clerk pointed out that she had received a complaint regarding the school bus collecting children for Bridgnorth School waiting in The Square for as long as 30-40 minutes with the engine running. This is only inconvenient to traffic but also disturbs residents. Clerk had written into SC and this was being investigated and Clerk suggested that this bus collects at the bus stop in Glebe Drive and waits in the BUS STOP preferably without the engine running.

SC are  investigating this matter.

After discussions it was RESOLVED that the Clerk chases this matter again.
SALC – SC Draft Contaminated Land Strategy consultation – Clerk pointed out that this document could be read on the SC website.

SALC Bulletins

Hope House donation acknowledgment

Samaritans
“                 “

SALC - letter from HM Lord-Lieutenant for Shropshire – no comments made.

Came & Co – confirmation bus shelter added to insurance.

Shropshire Hills Bulletin

SALC - Funding update from SC

SALC – Information leading up to elections 2nd May

Lower Severn Corridor Flood Forum agenda 22nd April 2013 – Chairman unable to attend this meeting.
Playgroup donation request:

Chairman asked Cllr Shineton if she could remember what the Playgroup had a grant for from the LJC. She could remember that they had received a grant but thought it might have been for the outside garden area but asked Clerk to email Tom Brettell and Tracey Johnson who would provide this

information. Once this information was received the matter would then be discussed again at the next meeting.
12)
Parish matters/problems:

a) Parish problems:

· Chairman expresses his concern at the proposed road closure at Prescott as this would possibly send vehicles via Honeysuckle/Harwdickforge and he was concerned that the bridge might well get hit again. The proposed diversion route had not been sent out as yet but the work has to be carried out.

Cllr Shineton has asked Graham Downes to make sure that the state of the diversion route is ok and suggested photographs of the diversion route are taken prior to commencement of the work so this can be assessed once the work has been completed.
· Upper House/Lower House – cars bottoming where the road is slipping.

· Reflector posts at Hawkswood Barns – the resident has offered to pay for an alternative.

· Overton/Winterburn road – potholes.

· Blocked culvert – The Highlands.

· Hawkswood/Brooksmeeting road – any date for this work yet? Clerk pointed out that she understood that this was to take place this financial year but would chase it up again.

· Speeding milk lorry going from Walton towards Prescott. Dairy Crest – driving far too fast and it appears that this is a regular occurrence along this road.

· Blocked drain at Prescott – all silted up again.

· Walton Bank potholes.

· Burnt Pitt and Wribley bank potholes.
 b) Parish Watch:

Chairman receives the Neighbourhood Watch reports and at the moment problems are outside our parish.

Filters and exhaust parts were removed from vehicles on Billingsley chipping bed last week.

13)
Date of next meeting:

 13th May 2013 – Annual Parish Council meeting.

Chairman thanked Cllrs Bunn, Parsons, and Shineton for all their help and support during their time on the Parish Council.

Cllr Shineton has been on the PC for over 30 years and Chairman presented her with a certificate in appreciation of her work.
Due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and under s100 (A) of the Local Government Act 1972 the public and press shall be excluded for the remainder of the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds they may involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by the Acts.

14)
Parking – any update received:
Cheques for payment:

Clerk’s salary - £xxx April and May salary

SALC subs - £272.20

Mrs F Morris - £20 for £1 coins

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.55pm.

These minutes were approved at the meeting on 13th May 2013.
Signed:

Chairman


Date:
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