
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held on Monday 25th July 2011 at 7pm in Chorley Village Hall.

Present: Cllrs R Griffiths (Chairman), B Hamilton-Russell (Vice-Chairman), R Abbiss, M Shineton, D Walsh, A Parsons.

Public: 13

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Chairman explained that the first part of the meeting was to discuss the possibility of The Shop at The Cock being taken over by the community and the second part of the meeting was a full Parish Council meeting when anyone present was welcome to remain. 

Chairman introduced Shropshire Cllr Madge Shineton to give a brief outline regarding The Shop.

Cllr Shineton thanked everyone for attending and confirmed that Chris Dimond from Cleobury Country Ltd was also in attendance to explain the situation further.

Cllr Shineton explained that she had been approached by the shop owner regarding the shop as her circumstances had changed. Due to the confidential nature the Parish Council had dealt with this with the ‘public and press being excluded’ whilst avenues were explored.

The Parish Council had agreed that it was important to retain the shop and after discussions it was agreed to seek help and advice through Cleobury Country who were in a position to apply for grants. An application for help has been submitted but no response has been received as yet.

Cllr Shineton introduced Chris Dimond.

Chris Dimond confirmed that he had offered to attend the meeting to explain possibilities and answer questions, although admitted that he might not be able to answer all questions asked at this particular time.

A ‘community shop’ is one idea for the retention of this facility but would need community support.
There are 2 community shops operating locally – Wistanstow and Lydbury North and he explained how these work.

Cleobury Country has applied for a grant of £9000 which would be used for the purchase of the lease/legal fees/fixtures and fittings/freezers/till etc. The application will be considered on 4th August and if there is enough Community support a letter will be sent.

It was stressed that this will be a community venture and NOT a Parish Council venture.

Cleobury Country also have funds ring fenced for local businesses but they have to prove that there is enough community support and a business plan produced by a committee which will have to be formed.

Questions were taken from the floor and answered by either Cllr Shineton, Chris Dimond or Parish Council Chairman, Cllr Griffiths.

Items raised as follows:

· All concerned were thanked for taking this so far.

· Queried present owner’s involvement/supply and access to the shop.

· Profit margin needed to cover basic outgoings.

· Opening hours

· Time limit regarding the grant application – important shop did not close.

· Plan B needed in case grant application fails.
A parishioner commented that the turnout was disappointing and that perhaps if this had not been kept a ‘secret’ and advertised more then perhaps more parishioners would have attended the meeting. It was confirmed that the shop owners feelings and confidentiality at the beginning had to be respected and that an item had been put in the newsletter advertising the meeting after enquiries had ‘moved on’.

Sign up papers for support were available at the meeting and parishioners were encouraged to take these and speak to anyone who might be interested and return these to the Clerk by 4th August.

The public part of the meeting closed at 7.50pm.

Parish Council meeting commenced at 7.55pm.
00.
Public participation:
A parishioner attended the meeting to explain the reasons behind his planning application. The applicant is seeking outline permission for a 3 bedroom ‘wooden cabin’ style home on the site of his business which will help with the security of the timber yard which has already been broken into. He also confirmed that there are 2 footpaths (Chorley woods/towards Billingsley) across land owned by his family which have been dealt with. An Officer from SC has been out and walked the footpaths and way markers have been installed above the bracken to ensure that anyone using the footpaths have a definitive path to follow. The woodland is being actively managed and by ensuring that the footpaths are correctly marked should prevent any health and safety issues.
01.
Apologies for absence:

Cllr H Barratt (business) and Cllr Abbiss apologised as she would have to leave very shortly due to a family commitment.  RESOLVED to accept apologies.

Clerk read out 2 letters of resignation from Cllrs D Newsham and J Davies. RESOLVED to accept resignations.  Clerk confirmed that she had notified SC of the vacancies.

02.
Declaration of interests:

Cllr Abbiss declared a personal interest in item ALC report as she is Chairman.

Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest in 7b (Parish Watch) as co-ordinator.

It was RESOLVED that item 5 (Planning) be brought forward in order for Cllr Abbiss to speak before she had to leave the meeting.

05.
Planning:

a) Erection of a two storey extension to rear/side elevation to include first floor balcony – Walnut Tree  Cottage, Midwinters:

Several councillors had visited the site and points raised were:

· Query % for allowed extensions on the cottage

· Prefer more stone and less wood and amount of glass being used

It was RESOLVED that the plans be accepted but ask that the applicant reconsiders the design and use of more stone and less timber and glass.

b) Outline application for the erection of one agricultural workers dwelling to include access – proposed dwelling west of Midwinters, Chorley (The Timberyard):

Several Councillors had visited this site and had not realised the amount of work which is carried out at the timber yard. The application is for a dwelling for a young local family which would make the timberyard more secure, will not be seen from the road but only from the back of the cottages opposite the Village Hall. The existing access will be used.
After discussions it was RESOLVED to fully support these plans.

c) Replacement of existing external door and associated glazed panels and frame with erection of tiled canopy over affecting a Grade II Listed Building -  Lower Chorley Farm, Chorley:
Councillors had visited this site and felt that this is work which is required and will all be in keeping with the rest of the building. It was RESOLVED to accept these plans.

d) No further applications received.

At this point before leaving the meeting Cllr Abbiss expressed concern and queried details regarding The Shop and if this would cause extra work for the Clerk.  Cllr. Abbiss was reassured that this would not involve work for the Clerk – this had been queried by the Clerk when the shop was first discussed but unfortunately Cllr Abbiss was unable to attend that meeting.
Cllr Abbiss left the meeting – 8.10pm.
03.
Minutes of the last meeting:

It was RESOLVED that these be signed as a true record by the Chairman.

04.
Matters arising from the minutes:
School transport:

At the last meeting it was reported that R & B Travel did not turn up to take the school children swimming and as per Council instructions. Clerk confirmed that she had contacted the School regarding this.  The Head said she had been in touch and had been offered a further ‘free’ use of transport and this had been reported to SC. At present School did not require any further help from the PC but would be back in touch if required.
S. Cllr Shineton confirmed that SC had talked to R & B Travel regarding this matter.
Chorley Village Hall grass:

As per last meeting Chris and Clare Tibbits were contacted regarding the overgrown grass etc outside the Village Hall and were happy that the PC include this on the Lengthsman Scheme schedule – this was carried out by Willowdene next day!

School field drainage:

Clerk contacted Sarah Barnsley regarding the quotes – still waiting for a further quote to come in for this due to a potential flooding problem in the corner of the field.

External audit:

Mazars had been in touch as the amount of precept on our return did not tally with the information given to them by SC. On checking this it appears that SC had given them the incorrect figure. It was RESOLVED to write to SC (Accounts) with a copy to Chris Edwards regarding this matter.
They also queried the bank statement not being up to 31st March – Clerk had forwarded the following bank statement which was acceptable but will ask bank to ensure that the statements are for the end of each month again!

Clerk had also unfortunately forwarded the incorrect bank reconciliation but has now corrected this error.

The Firs, Chorley:

S. Cllr Shineton confirmed that she had chased this but was now waiting for the Officer to come back to her with further information.
05.
Correspondence:

Funding request – Chorley Family playgroup – this was fully discussed but it was suggested that Clerk asks the Playgroup to contact Tracey Johnson to apply for grants through the LJC – if this was not successful then to come back to the Parish Council for further consideration.
SC – Polling Districts and Polling Places Review – happy to use Chorley Village Hall.
The Clerk magazine – noted receipt.
Sovereign Play equipment letter – noted receipt.
Wicksteed Leisure – Risk Assessment reminder for school play equipment – RESOLVED that Clerk books this.
Clerks and Councils Direct Magazine – noted receipt.
Planning Inspectorate – FP6 notification of Public Path Diversion Order 2010 – noted receipt.
Letter from parishioner re: planning application at The Manor. Clerk confirmed that after consulting with the Chairman the letter had been replied to (this was read out). 
Emails received and forwarded to Councillors –updated at meeting – all noted as received/auctioned.
Rural Services Network online newsletters.

SC – confirmation that it was ok for Willowdene to remove dead branch on Litley/Harcourt road.

DIS extra 761/1 – Localism Bill will cost Councils £68m.

Enforcement Officer – Solar panels at Bull Ring do not need planning permission.

Fields in Trust – Year 1 challenge.

ASB reporting line.

Business Link newsletter.

Co-op removes village notice board.

Community Tree Scheme/Big Tree Plant Scheme – put in next newsletter.

ALC DIS762 – Localism and business rates.

ALC – Marches Local Enterprise Partnership – Intercity West Country franchise.

ALC training – Community Action – Cllrs Shineton, Parsons and Griffiths (?) booked on.

Rural Watch newsletters.

Historic Towns forum.

SC – Senior Staff Directory.

ALC – CIL + s106 members briefing notes.

ALC – Overview of the Joint Housing Strategy June 2011 – August agenda. Cllr Parsons will look at this document and Cllr Walsh also agreed to look at this.
ALC – cycle to work scheme.
Kinlet PC – training – joining together with other local PC’s.

P Dunne – connecting Shropshire Broadband campaign.

Enforcement Officer – Mr Whitley confirmed that he has visited Mrs Cook at Chorley with regards to the scrap vehicles etc and he has told her that this must be removed to prevent action being taken.
Cllr Shineton pointed out that an open meeting had been arranged for 8th September at Lacon Childe School, Cleobury Mortimer for anyone interested in the Medical Practice at Cleobury Mortimer.

06.
Parish matters/problems:

a) Parish problems:

Bank opposite Chorley Chapel needs cutting back as weeds are blowing from this all into the gardens opposite. It was RESOLVED to ask Willowdene to add this to their strimming programme.

Horses are being ridden down the pavement along Station Road and leaving a mess which is far worse than dogs. It was RESOLVED that an item be added into the next newsletter.

Honeysuckle Brook road – patching both ends – breaking up between B/Way and Hardwickforge.

Concern expressed that Dr Bassett is away on holiday for 1 month and the possible use of locums queried as Dr Davies has not been replaced since he left. It is understood that the practice will remain with 2 Doctors for the foreseeable future.
Fox and Hounds car park – this is very untidy with weeds/debris. RESOLVED to write to Enforcement Officer and ask that he writes to the owner for this to be tidied up.

Sidbury – Horse riding signs required.

Bold road – effluent running from the barn across the road due to the driveway sloping towards the road.  It was RESOLVED that when this road is covered in effluent again that whoever sees it that it is reported to the Police on 0300 333 3000 as they have the powers to deal with this problem.

Bakehouse Lane, Chorley – Clerk had been asked by a resident if a ‘no through road’ sign could be erected at the bottom as vehicles are driving up here (normally following SatNav) and then having difficulty turning and having to knock on doors asking for directions. It was RESOLVED to write to SC at Bridgnorth (copy to Chris Edwards) to ask if this sign could be provided.

b) Parish Watch:

Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a prejudicial interest as co-ordinator.

Concern had been expressed again that Police response to incidents in the Parish is not good – this will be fed in to the Police.
A gun had been stolen from adjoining Parish during a break in.

c) Place Plan/Parish Plan update:

Cllrs Griffiths, Parson and Abbiss have been working on this and more information had been added to the questionnaire by Cllr Abbiss.

Cllr Parsons confirmed that the information will be put onto a new software programme as the original software used was not suitable.

It was hoped that the questionnaire would be available for Chorley Show but after an email received it was decided to not to go to the Show. It is hoped that the questionnaires will be ready to go online in August and distributed with the September newsletter.

d) Diamond Jubilee Celebrations;

Cllr Walsh reported that the meeting held to discuss this was a very negative meeting with no one willing to take on organising the event. A beer festival had been suggested at the Fighting Cocks and a supper at the Village Hall. Gardens were to be open in the Parish next year so no positive ideas were reached.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk investigate the cost of commemorative mugs for children of the Parish.

e) Newsletter articles:

Clerk pointed out her concern regarding the length of articles sent for the newsletters. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk looks at the word count for items and notify all contributors that this should be adhered to in future.

08.
Financial matters:

a) Report from personnel committee:

Cllr Hamilton-Russell reported that the Personnel committee had looked at the Clerk’s hours and as the Clerk had worked an extra 44.5 hours over her normal hours recommend that the Parish Council pay the Clerk for these hours.
Clerk had been asked by the Personnel committee to work out the PAYE on a basic month and with the extra pay.
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk be paid for the extra hours worked.

b) Outstanding payments:

Clerk’s fees - £xxx

Newsletter production - £25

RESOLVED to pay these cheques and Clerk/Councillors instructed to sign cheques.

c) Income since last meeting:

40p interest

d) Quarterly bank reconciliation:

This was distributed to all Councillors and RESOLVED that this be accepted.

09.
School field drainage:

Clerk had contacted Sarah Barnsley regarding the quotes – still waiting for a further quote to come in for this due to a potential flooding problem in the corner of the field. Sarah Barnsley has since left this job.

10.
Road Name signs:

This will be left on agenda for next meeting.

11.
Future social enterprise:

This item concerned the shop and had been dealt with earlier. Discussions took place regarding issuing a press report but it was decided to wait until after the 4th August when a decision regarding funding will be made.
12.
ALC report:

Cllr Abbiss had declared a personal interest as chairman of ALC but as she had already left the meeting Clerk read the report from Cllr Abbiss.

‘ALC are well on their way with a new constitution which will be much clearer and simpler to understand. There are just some minor amendments to make before it goes to the Executive Committee. It will then go out to Parishes for 56 days consultation period when comments can be forwarded. It will then go to the AGM on 5th November for final agreement’.
13.
Shropshire Councillor’s report:

S. Cllr Shineton reported that Chris Edwards, Southern Area Director is coming out to the Cleobury and Rural LJC area on Wednesday 10th August 10am-1.00pm. If anyone would like to go and meet Chris then go to the library at Cleobury Mortimer for 10am. Cllr Shineton also asked for any areas in the parish Councillors felt that Chris should look at.
Walton Bank hedge was suggested as this is in need of cutting again.

Cllr Shineton also confirmed that there will be a public meeting on 8th September 1t 7pm at Lacon Childe School regarding Cleobury Mortimer Medical Practice.

14.
Items for next agenda:

Road names

Housing document

School field drainage

15.
Date of next meeting:

22nd August 2011

Cheques written:
Mrs F Morris - £xxx

Newsletter - £25

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.50pm.

Signed:  Chairman




Date:
These minutes were approved at the Parish Council meeting on 22nd August 2011.
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