
Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held in Chorley Village Hall on Monday 27th July 2009 at 7.30pm.

Present: 

Cllrs B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), R Abbiss, M Shineton, J Davies, R Griffiths, S Home,

D Walsh.

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 0

Shropshire Councillors: G Butler and M Shineton
Chairman congratulated Shropshire Councillor Gwilym Butler on his recent election and welcomed him to the Parish Council meeting.

0.
Public participation:

No parishioners present.

01.
Apologies for absence:

Cllr D Newsham (away for day), Cllr I Swain (bereavement) – RESOLVED that these be accepted.

Clerk also read out a letter of resignation from Cllr P Martin – RESOLVED to accept and Clerk was asked to begin the necessary procedures.  Cllrs were asked to talk to parishioners regarding this vacancy.
02.
Declaration of interests:

Cllr Home declared a personal interest (could lead to prejudicial) on item 4 (Lengthsman Scheme – progress report) as her husband is running this scheme for the PC.
Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest in item 7b (Parish Watch) as co-ordinator.

Cllrs Abbiss and Shineton declared personal interests in item 4a housing at Chorley as members of SRHA.

03.
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 22nd June 2009: 
 These were circulated with the agenda to Councillors and it was RESOLVED to accept these as a true record.  Chairman signed the minutes.

04.
Matters arising from minutes:

a) Progress report:
Walton Bank hedge: it is hoped that this will be cut before Burwarton Show – instructions have been issued.

Change of Bank: This has now all gone through and all except £80 (left to cover cheques not yet presented) has been transferred to the new account.  The application for online banking had been refused but Clerk had been in touch with the Bank and this is now being sorted.

PC World: Unfortunately the direct debit had been cancelled in error by the bank – this has now been reinstated and clerk queried why the reduction in VAT had not been reflected in our monthly payment.  Clerk was asked to write in and they will reimburse the difference – RESOLVED that the Clerk writes.

Lengthsman Scheme: Cllr Home declared a personal interest as her husband is running this scheme for the PC. Clerk pointed out that Willowdene having been working around the parish and positive comments had been received.  Large maps have been supplied by Chris Edwards at Shropshire Council and Clerk has now passed these onto Willowdene.
Clerk confirmed that she now has the contracts for signature and it was RESOLVED that the Clerk signs these.

SC will look into giving us extra money as we are 2 parishes.

Electricity at Chorley houses: Cllrs Abbiss and Shineton declared personal interests as members of SRHA.

Letters have been sent out to all Chorley residents confirming that the electricity will be off on Thursday 20th August – this is the day the site should go ‘live’.

Cllr Abbiss confirmed at this stage that the houses had now been allocated and the new tenants will be able to view the properties on 12th August.  Cllrs Abbiss went through the guidelines for allocation (copy attached) and the names of the new tenants and their connections to the Parish. Clerk had been asked to confirm the connections and sign the paperwork on behalf of the PC as the paperwork was required by SRHA in order that the new tenants could be given verbal confirmation of being offered a tenancy. Clerk was concerned regarding the one nomination but after assurance from Cllr Abbiss that this met the criteria agreed to sign the papers. Clerk asked the PC to confirm that this was in order.  After discussions it was RESOLVED that this was acceptable but for any further nominations this should be the Clerk in conjunction with the Chairman.
b) Reply from Shropshire Council re: parish problems.  Clerk read this out to Councillors.

c) Reply from SC ROW confirming that the BW and FP problems sent to them had been noted for inspection.

d) Glebe Drive update: 

Clerk confirmed that the contracts had now been exchanged for this land and as per emails sent out requested ratification for the £300 cheque for the SC legal fees (these had to be paid before contracts were exchanged).  Clerk also asked for agreement that a cheque be drawn for £50 payable to HM Land Registry in respect of the fees for registering this piece of land.  It was RERSOLVED to pay this cheque.

Clerk had emailed a copy of the proposed sign to be erected at the site, the cost being £200 approx. After discussions it was RESOLVED to order this sign but the wording should state ‘VISITOR PARKING’ from SC who will then erect this sign.
It had been previously agreed to print some flyers to put on the windscreens of vehicles parked in the bays and Cllr Davies will put the wording together for this.

It was RESOLVED that the land be added on to the insurance policy for £1 value.

05.
Planning applications:
a) Felling of 2 conifer trees – land between Glebe Drive and St Mary’s Church:  Clerk had emailed this out to all Councillors and as no objections were raised had notified SC accordingly.

b) No others received.

06.
Correspondence:

SC – Independent Policy Commission in to Primary School Organisation in Shropshire – S Cllr Gwilym Butler outlined this document and answered questions raised. Cllr Abbiss had read this document and Cllrs Davies and Home took a copy of this document to read and will report back to next meeting.   

SC-LDF–Interim Planning Guidance on Affordable Housing - S Cllr Butler again outlined this document.  Clerk had downloaded a copy of this and Cllr Abbiss took this to read.                                                                    SC – LDF – Consultation: Core Strategy ‘Policy Directions’ – Cllr Davies agreed to look at this document and email comments to all Councillors in order of formulate a reply.
Viking Direct brochures/LCR magazine/Clerk and Councils Direct magazine – noted.
SC – Proposed Electoral fees for Parish and Town Councils – RESOLVED that this matter be raised with SALC.  Clerk also confirmed that she had received an email from Mrs Reynolds (neighbouring Clerk) expressing concern at the high costs.
SC – Relocation of Bridgnorth Registration Office – Clerk will put this in the next newsletter.
West Midlands Regional Assembly Spatial Strategy Phase 3 revision options – Cllr Walsh is reading this document at present and it was RESOLVED that she puts some comments to Clerk and Chairman in order that a reply can be sent within the time limit.
SC – Rural Xtreme summer programme – posters put on board.
SC – Speed management Strategy – Consultation on Vehicle Activated Signs Policy – this had already been discussed at the recent LJC meeting. It was RESOLVED that Clerk should email Lisa Bedford in order that this item can be high profile at the next meeting.
SC – Members Register of Interests need updating – forms available from Clerk.

Letter from MP re: Big Lottery Fund village SOS – noted.

NALC/SALC – meeting at Hereford (emailed to all) – no interest shown.
Defra – Invitation to take part in online questionnaire re: Biodiversity – RESOLVED that Cllr Davies will complete this.

SALC – Shropshire Partnership notes on leadership meeting 24th June – noted.
SC – Helicopter Noise Liaison Group – no interest as it was felt that training has to be done somewhere.
SC – Swine flu posters – Clerk will put this on the notice board and in Dr’s surgery.
No Panic funding request – leave until November.
Emails forwarded:

Play Builder Scheme – noted.
West Midland Regional Spatial Strategy – Cllr Walsh attended this meeting.
Consultation on Shropshire Sustainable Communities Strategy – Clerk had downloaded this document.
Glebe Drive sign – dealt with earlier.
Shropshire Link review – meeting cancelled.
Big Lottery fund – Village SOS reminder – noted.
Weekly planning application lists – Clerk had not printed this off but Cllrs could look on the website for any applications in the parish.
07.
Parish matters/problems:

a) Parish problems:

· Chairman had received a complaint from a resident at Bagginswood regarding the state of the roads in particular by Bardley Court and also the overgrown trees by the pool opposite Bardley Court.  It is thought that it is very likely that the pool belongs to the Shropshire Council and that care should be taken when carrying out any maintenance as it is thought that drains/pipes run underneath Bardley Court.  It was RESOLVED to write to SC pointing out that this area needs tidying in a ‘horticultural way’.  Clerk confirmed that this stretch of road is due for repair as per email read out earlier.

· Although not in our Parish (adjoining parish) concern was expressed that a farm property is being advertised without the 106 agreement being noted on sale particulars.  After discussions Cllr Shineton will talk to the planning department regarding this.

· Road surface at Brooksmeeting needs attention – water is lying in the potholes just by the bridge.

· Drain all silted up at Prescott once again and also water lying along the straight between Walton Farm and Prescott.

· Northwood Lane – water and mud very bad.

· Clerk had received a request for the details of the organisers of the annual bonfire with a request that this be altered from the Saturday night to the Friday night due to problems with a horse in the adjacent field.  After wide discussion it was RESOLVED that for the 1 night in the year that this is held the benefits far outweigh the problem.  

b) Parish Watch:
There had been 2 robberies in the parish (car radio from parked car and a strimmer from an unlocked shed).  It was also understood that a tractor and trailer had also been stolen during this afternoon.

The new wards created following Unitary has caused a split of boundary for the Police and this is being looked in to by the LJC.

Neen Savage and Farlow and Oreton Parish Watch schemes are up and running.

08.
Finance:

a) Outstanding payments:
Mrs F Morris – salary - £xxx

G Morris - £25 summer newsletter

SALC – account (not received but will be £20 for Cllr Home training)

HM Land Registry - £50 Glebe Drive project

It was RESOLVED to pay these accounts.

b) Income since last meeting: Nil
c) Quarterly bank reconciliation/budget:

These documents were presented and explained by Clerk – RESOLVED to accept both documents.

09.
Local Joint Committee report:

A questionnaire was handed out to each councillor which the PC needs to complete ready for the next LJC meeting in September. The points raised at the last meeting were discussed and it was RESOLVED to complete the questionnaire at the next meeting. It was pointed out that these meetings are open to the public.
10.
SALC report:

The last area meeting was held on the lawns of the Westgate offices following the booking being put for the wrong month! The guest speaker was from CINCH and Cllr Abbiss briefly explained this (leaflets already distributed through the post to households).
An extra ordinary general meeting of SALC was held last Saturday morning which was attended by Cllrs Abbiss, Shineton and Clerk – a brief report was given by Cllr Abbiss.

The results of the questionnaires sent out to Clerk’s (although many had not presented these to their Council’s) will be finalised for the AGM in December.

Next area committee meeting is 22nd September.

11.
Shropshire Councillor’s Report:

Cllr Butler thanked the PC for inviting him to the meeting.  He felt that most items had been covered through the meeting but he explained to everyone his position as Portfolio holder for Community Working and Customer Service and what this entailed.
Questions were answered by both Cllr Butler and Cllr Shineton.

12.
Items for next agenda:

Local Joint Committee questionnaire

13.
Date of next meeting:

24th August 2009

Cheques Written:

Mrs F Morris (salary) - £xx

G Morris - £25

HM Land Registry - £50

SALC - £20

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.35pm.

Signed:    Chairman





Date:

These minutes were approved at Parish Council meeting 24th August 2009.
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