



Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held in Chorley Village Hall on Monday 28th September 2015 at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs H Barratt (Chairman), R Abbiss, S Allan, T Casswell, B Hamilton-Russell, J Hill,

D Young, M Evans, S Crawford, A Millington.

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Public: 1

0)
Public participation:

No public present for this item.

1)
Apologies for absence:

Unitary Cllrs M Shineton (holiday), G Butler (working). 

2)
Declaration of Interests:

The Localism Act 2011, Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.  
Members are reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not the interest is entered in the register of member’s interests maintained by the Monitoring Officer.

Cllr Hill declared an interest in item 5a as he is the applicant and item 5c as the applicant is his brother.

3)
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 24th August 2015:

It was RESOLVED that the minutes be accepted as a true record and the Chairman signed these accordingly.

4)
Matters Arising from the minutes:

 (a) Progress report from Clerk:

Wribley Bank road closure:

This was opened up on the Tuesday after Bank Holiday weekend. Clerk found out afterwards that people had been driving through the road closure without any problems.

SC and PC not notified in change of times for closure due to a new computer system used by the Permit Team not updating automatically.

Cllr Allan confirmed that there were no open excavations whilst the road was closed over the weekend and could see no reason why this was not open to traffic.

Road Name signs:

Email from Graham Downes. Madge suggested leaving this until the Annual Parish Meeting and asking parishioners to get involved – have put an article in the newsletter regarding this.

Rays Farm hedge:

Complaint that the hedge opposite Rays Farm has not been cut back for a couple of years – Clerk left message for landowner requesting that this is dealt with but will chase this again.
(b)Any other matters arising:

None

5)
Planning applications: Site visits had been made to look at all the following applications.
Cllr J Hill declared an interest in this application as he is the applicant made no comment and left the room.

a) Reference:  15/03691/FUL (validated: 26/08/2015)

Address:  Bardley Court Cottage, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Shropshire, DY14 8NE

Proposal:  Application under Section 73a of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the erection of single storey extension and detached garage (part retrospective)

Applicant: Mr Jonathan Hill

Chairman explained that part of this application was only retrospective due to change in policy regarding distance garages (permission granted previously) should be from properties.

Cllrs felt that there was no impact on other properties, it was not overlooking anyone and it was RESOLVED to support this application.

At this point it was agreed to bring item c) forward as Cllr J Hill had declared an interest in this application as he is the applicant’s brother and he had left the room and took no part in the discussions regarding this.

c) Reference:  15/03505/FUL (validated: 13/08/2015)

Address:  10 Lower Bardley Court, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Shropshire, DY14 8NE

Proposal:  Erection of two storey front extension

Applicant: Mr Robert Hill

Chairman explained the proposals and that cladding had been suggested by the Planning Officer despite the applicant wanting stone.

7.55pm it was RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders and close the meeting to question the applicant.
Mr Robert Hill confirmed that he wanted to sue stone rather than cladding but the Planning Officer suggested this. It was an original farm building with a blend of bricks and stone.

7.58pm the meeting was reconvened.

After discussions it was RESOLVED to support this application but to ask that brick and stone is used rather than cladding which will blend in with the original building and be more in keeping with the whole site.

b) Reference:  15/03873/TCA (validated: 07/09/2015)

Address:  Burnt Pitt Farm, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Shropshire, DY14 8UQ

Proposal:  To fell 1No Conifer Tree within Stottesdon Conservation Area

Applicant: Mr Mark Dayus

Cllrs supported the removal of this tree as it does appear that the roots are damaging the road and it was RESOLVED that Clerk confirms that the PC supports the removal of this tree.

d) Reference:  15/03770/TCA (validated: 01/09/2015)

Address:  The Rectory, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Shropshire, DY14 8UE

Proposal:  Various works to trees (see attached schedule) within Stottesdon Conservation Area

After discussions it was RESOLVED to support this application for the necessary tree work.

e)
Reference:  15/02882/FUL (validated: 01/09/2015)

Address:  Land at Raggits Quarry, Stottesdon, Shropshire

Proposal:  Erection of a timber drying kiln building and installation of ground mounted solar panels

Applicant: Xebec Investments Ltd. (7 Oak Court, Woodlands, Grouville, Jersey, JE3 9AW)

After much discussion regarding this application it was RESOLVED to object to this application on the following grounds:
Loss of trees
Loss of ecological habitat
Access - highway safety
Traffic generation
Noise and disturbance from the scheme
Public visual amenity

This site is the highest point in the parish and the quarry is a 'natural amphitheatre' being some 660' above sea level and concern was expressed that any noise from this could reverberate affecting parishioners in Bardley, Bagginswood and Chorley.
Traffic generation - large lorries/tractors etc will be using the narrow lanes/roads to access this site.
Highway Safety - Access onto the main road from this site is considered extremely dangerous as large lorries etc will have to take 'wide sweeps' into the lane and will therefore have to take up the width of the road to do so. This is a potential accident hazard.
Loss of ecological habitat - the site is known to contain numerous badger setts and buzzards are prevalent in this area.
There is a natural spring close by which is relied on by neighbouring farmers to feed stock and Cllrs are concerned that this could dry up if this is disturbed.
The site has steep banks and access for large vehicles could be very dangerous, especially in winter months.
Solar panels - it is felt that more trees will have to be cut down to accommodate the panels in order for these to work efficiently which would then make these more visible.
Public visual amenity - The Knowle is a very prominent area in the parish with outstanding views and it is considered that this development will have a detrimental affect due to noise pollution etc.
Councillors cannot believe that a more suitable site is not available on the Kinlet estate.
Councillors would ask that application no: 15/02795/AGR for this site is considered with this application.
f) Reference:  15/03830/TCA (validated: 03/09/2015)

Address:  Kevock Croft, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Shropshire, DY14 8UE

Proposal:  To fell 1 Eucalyptus tree within the Stottesdon conservation area

Applicant: Mrs Pamela Stewart

Chairman pointed out that this was a huge tree, with a big split in it and in an inappropriate position. It was RESOLVED to support this application.
g) Any others received after issue of agenda

None.

h) Planning permissions/refusals:

Reference:  15/02262/FUL (validated: 30/06/2015)

Address:  19 Glebe Drive, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Shropshire, DY14 8UF

Proposal:  Application under Section 73a of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the erection of a conservatory to replace existing canopy/car port (retrospective)

Decision:  Grant Permission

Reference:  15/02466/FUL (validated: 03/07/2015)

Address:  Burns Farm House, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Shropshire, DY14 8UQ

Proposal:  Erection of single storey rear extension and replacement porch to the front elevation.

Decision:  Grant Permission

Reference:  15/03520/TCA (validated: 13/08/2015)

Address:  Hornbeam Lodge, The Square, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Shropshire, DY14 8UB

Proposal:  To fell 1No Cherry tree within the Stottesdon Conservation Area

Decision:  No Objection

i)  Any others received after issue of agenda:
Reference:  15/02956/FUL (validated: 09/07/2015)

Address:  2 Hawkswood Barns, Billingsley, Highley, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV16 6PL

Proposal:  Erection of 2 bay open fronted detached garage

Decision:  Grant Permission

6)
SALC report:
Cllr Abbiss (Chairman, SALC Executive) reported the following:

· AGM in October will now be held at The Shirehall.

· Long Standing Clerk Award – suggested that our Clerk is nominated (received award for 25 years) as she will have been Clerk to Stottesdon and Sidbury for 30 years in April. Chairman will complete the form and return to SALC.

· Working with firm called Locality on transformation i.e. Libraries etc.
· Area Committee last week included a presentation on ‘Complaints procedures’.

· Form discussed and will be completed by Clerk regarding nominations for President/Vice Presidents.

· Training is still being organised – Planning training requested. Clerk also pointed out that she had been in touch with SALC today regarding New Cllr training as this had been requested by 2 other PC’s.

· Cllrs J Hill and M Evans had attended a New Cllr training session but felt that they had been well prepared in their roles with the information the Clerk had provided to them when joining the PC and support from fellow Cllrs.

7)
Unitary Councillor’s report:
No reports received.

8)
Financial matters:

a) Outstanding payments: Willowdene account – clerk reported that the previous cheque had not yet been banked and she had again chased this with Willowdene and also asked for an account. Matt pointed out that they could not trace the cheque which Clerk had hand delivered to Willowdene and asked for this amount to be added to the invoice being sent tonight for £488. Clerk was not sure whether this was inclusive of VAT or not but had not received the account. It was RESOLVED that as an invoice had not been received then this cheque could not be paid and that the previous invoice would be added on to this cheque next month. It was also suggested that the money is paid direct into Willowdene account in future. Clerk confirmed that the PC account is not set up to do direct bank transfers but might be able to pay a cheque directly into Willowdene account by going into the bank.
Clerk’s salary - £xxx

Clerk’s expenses - £173.52
HMRC PAYE - £135.58
SALC account – not received.
It was RESOLVED to pay these accounts and signatories authorised to sign the cheques.
b) Income since last meeting – 37p interest September, 40p interest August.
c) Bank statement for Deposit account – confirmed and initialled as seen.
PWLB Repayment Notice – confirmation that the direct debit for the local will be taken from the bank on 8th October.
9)
Personnel Committee report:


Chairman of Personnel Cllr Evans reported that the Clerk’s appraisal had been carried out and the format of the appraisal and job description had been changed for approval at the Personnel meeting after the meeting tonight. The frequency of the appraisal will also be changed.

10)
Parish matters/problems:
 a) Parish problems:
· Duddlewick bends are dangerous and in need of urgent attention. Clerk confirmed that SC had told her that an order had been raised for this work but will chase again.

·  Bakehouse Lane BW – complaint received that horse riders could not open the gate unless they got off their horse and then it was difficult as it drags possibly due to it being weighted. Clerk will report to ROW team.

· Bridge over brook from Lower Chorley Farm land to Harcourt – handrail missing – will report to ROW.

· Bridge further upstream on Chorley Hall land also needs attention – Clerk will report this to ROW.

· Bridge problem on FP from Litley/Stottesdon – Mr Harris’ land – Clerk will report this to 
· ROW.

· Litter bin by The Chapel in Chorley to try to encourage people to pick up dog mess. Alan Vincent is happy for one to be put by the Chapel.

· Clerk suggested that due to the confusion of the site visit dates and alterations etc that if the Chairman makes the appointment and then lets Clerk know and she will email out to all Cllrs as well – better to receive the information twice than not at all! RESOLVED to do this in future.
b) Parish Watch:
· Brand new wooden gates just installed at Honeysuckle stolen over night.

· Number of businesses being broken into at Ludlow is a concern.

· Clerk asked if anyone knew of break ins in Stottesdon and food being taken from freezers – no one had heard about this!

· Attempted break in to garage at Chorley.

c) Road Name signs:
Chairman confirmed that when she had called the ambulance to her house her husband stopped it from going down into Chorley.

Clerk read out email from Graham Downes together with maps, which only confirmed where signs are. 

After discussions it was RESOLVED to set up a working party to look at possible areas where signs could be placed. Cllrs Hill, Allen, Casswell, Barratt and Clerk will look into this and report back to next meeting.

d) Newsletter policy re: articles:
Clerk had produced a policy which she had circulated to Cllrs for consideration. It was RESOLVED to adopt this policy and Clerk will forward this to everyone she emails ready for the next newsletter.
11)
Correspondence:  Noted as received unless comments made.
Emails forwarded include:

SALC Bulletins

Electoral Roll updates

MP Update newsletter

Annual Survey – Policing in West Mercia (copy printed to complete at meeting) – it was RESOLVED to leave this to Chairman and Clerk to complete.
SALC Training sessions: Further details in SALC Bulletin previously forwarded

Wribley Bank closure – dealt with earlier
Electoral Roll updates

Samaritans 40th Anniversary Open Event – 10th October 2-5pm Wellington

Connecting Shropshire Broadband Update

Council Matters Autumn 2015 - Came & Company Local Council Insurance Brokers

DCLG Transparency Code Funding is now available – Clerk will look into this.
Buildwas Primary School - Consultation on Proposal to Close

Cleobury Mortimer Library Consultation – Cllrs asked to complete survey
SALC AGM 2015

RE: Dates for reaccrediting after the free Foundation year – RESOLVED that Clerk completes form for reaccreditation.
BW Stanley Farm Lane, Chorley – dealt with earlier.
Crime Prevention – request to come and visit any events and give advice. No events coming up at present.

Shropshire Housing Alliance AGMN – no interest.

Rays Farm hedge – dealt with earlier.

VAT training – 5th October Shirehall – no interest shown.

12)
Date of next meeting: 
26th October 2015

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.25pm.

Cheques written:

Mrs F Morris – salary - £xxx

Mrs F Morris – expenses - £173.52

HMRC PAYE - £135.58

Signed: Chairman





Date:
These were approved at the Parish Council meeting dated without amendment on 26th October 2015.
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