



Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council
Parish Council meeting held in Chorley Village Hall on Monday 25th January 2016 at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs H Barratt (Chairman), R Abbiss, J Hill, B Hamilton-Russell, D Young, S Allen, 

S Crawford, A Millington.

Cllr T Casswell’s apologies received via email after Clerk had left for meeting.

Unitary Cllr M Shineton

Clerk: Mrs Freda Morris

Parishioners: 11

A minutes silence was observed in memory of Mr Derek Tranter who had passed away this morning. Derek had been a member of the Parish Council and did serve as Chairman.

0)
Public participation:
Members of the public present attended regarding the planning application under agenda item 5a Land adjacent to Fox and Hounds.

Chairman gave all present the opportunity to speak and the following points were raised:

· Highway safety concerns – the road in front of the site is a bottleneck as the road narrows.

· If application approved by SC this will have a detrimental affect on vehicular and pedestrian access.

· Impact on surrounding properties – privacy/access for emergency vehicles/agricultural and delivery vehicles in particular to Glebe Farm opposite the site as a wide ‘swing’ is required to access this farm.
· Proposed plans are out of proportion to size of plot and not in keeping with the village.

· If this application is permitted the road width will be reduced to approx 15’ which is narrower than the proposed garage.

· No footpath on this narrow stretch of road for residents and schoolchildren to sue to walk to Church, Dr’s, School, Buses, shop, pub etc.

· Will affect the visibility of the neighbouring property as this is on a narrow road and on a slight bend. 30mph speed limit is not adhered to.

· Properties have been built/renovated since the last application was approved.

· Dr’s Surgery was built in 1986 and patients have been able to park on this car park unchallenged whilst visiting the surgery.

· Traffic has increased on this road significantly with supermarket deliveries, tractors getting bigger, farm machinery etc.

· Land has been unkempt for numerous years which points to disregard to the local community by the landowner.

· Damage caused to boundary wall of adjoining property when some tidying up was carried out but no response received from the land owner to a recorded letter sent.

· Temporary fence erected has caused numerous problems for the parish.

Clerk had received a request from Hall Farm and Malt Farm that if this application is approved there is to be NO PARKING on their farm lane due to this access be required 24/7 for farm/delivery vehicles. The owner of Rosebank also requested that their driveway was not blocked either.
Unitary Cllr Shineton pointed out that she had requested that this application goes to Committee for determination and not under delegated powers and pointed out that parishioners should attend the meeting at Shirehall and speak regarding this application. Details of the date of the meeting will be forwarded to the Clerk to pass onto residents. A site visit will be held by Shropshire Councillors.

1)
Apologies for absence:
Cllr M Evans (work commitments) and Unitary Cllr G Butler – RESOLVED to accept these apologies.
2)
Declaration of Interests

The Localism Act 2011, Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.  
Members are reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not the interest is entered in the register of member’s interests maintained by the Monitoring Officer.
None declared.

3)
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 14th December 2015:
These had been circulated with the agenda and it was RESOLVED that these be signed as a true record. Chairman signed these accordingly.

4)
Matters Arising from the minutes:
(a) Progress report from Clerk:
NO TURNING sign at The Kinsleys – have written to Alice Dilley again about this.

Reflector posts/bollards at Sidbury – have chased again with SC.

(b) Response from Police re: parked car

Police checked this car out which appeared to be all in order but as the vehicle was registered to a Company did not know the reason for it being parked there. Clerk confirmed that it has now gone.

(c) Response from Police re: rally

Police asked for details of people who had made comments about this and would look into the matter.

(d) Response from SC re: roads

Numerous emails received responding to complaints sent in. Some work has already been carried out others are ‘on the list’.

5)
Planning applications: 

a) Reference:  15/04967/FUL (validated: 11/12/2015)
Address:  Land Adjacent To Fox And Hounds, High Street, Stottesdon, Shropshire

Proposal:  Erection of a detached house and garage

Applicant: Ms Helen Horton (C/o Agent)
Councillors agreed with all points raised by residents and it was RESOLVED that the application is strongly objected to for the following reasons:


*Out of scale and character for the plot in a Conservation Area.
* Property will have a detrimental effect on neighbouring properties.
* Property would reduce access visibility to the neighbouring property - Old Fox & Hounds.
* No footpath for residents to walk on along this very busy narrow road when using the Dr's Surgery, Shop, Pub, Church, School etc.
* The local Primary School is a very successful/expanding school which will increase the number of children attending the school. Schoolchildren have to walk along this road to attend the local primary school and to catch the school buses to Lacon Childe and College.
* Highways should pay particular attention to access/egress of this site as this is on the narrowest part of this road and on a bend.
* Traffic has significantly increased since the last application was approved with tractors/lorries/home deliveries and Local Equestrian Centre all using this very busy road.
* Attention is drawn to the disused septic tank on site and query that the land could be contaminated and therefore water disposal etc should be looked into.
* Banks around this plot will need to be shored up.

Due to the plot not being maintained by the owners, despite numerous requests to do so, the site is in a very untidy state with collapsing screening etc. which has had a detrimental impact and disregard for the local community.

Development of properties surrounding this site, i.e. barn conversion, new house and pub renovation to a private house have all taken place since the last application was approved. Development of this site will cause severe problems for larger vehicles, in particular Emergency vehicles, oil deliveries, farm vehicles etc entering the driveway opposite as this site has been a 'car park' for decades enabling large vehicles to access the properties easily by being able to take a 'wide sweep' into the drive. The site has also been a 'refuge' for pedestrians/horses etc when meeting vehicles.

Councillors asked that this application goes to committee and not determined under delegated powers.
b) Reference:  15/05455/COU (validated: 22/12/2015)

Address:  Walnut Tree Cottage, 4 Midwinters, Chorley, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, 
WV16 6PW

Proposal:  Change of use of agricultural land to residential garden

Applicant: Mrs Dawn Dobson
Any others received after issue of the agenda.

After discussions it was RESOLVED to support this application.
   c) Planning permissions/refusals:

a) Reference:  15/04832/FUL (validated: 10/11/2015)

Address:  Coombe Farm, Bagginswood, Stottesdon, Kidderminster, Shropshire, DY14 8LS

Proposal:  Formation of a new farm access from public highway

Decision:  Grant Permission

b) Reference:  15/04712/VAR (validated: 06/11/2015)

Address:  Stottesdon C E Primary School, Fir Trees House Junction To School House, Stottesdon, Shropshire, DY14 8UE

Proposal:  Variation of condition no.1attached to CC2005/0036 to allow for retention of the demountable accommodation for a further temporary period of ten years

Decision:  Grant Permission

c) Reference:  15/04713/VAR (validated: 06/11/2015)

Address:  Stottesdon C E Primary School, Fir Trees House Junction to School House, Stottesdon, Shropshire, DY14 8UE

Proposal:  Variation of Condition no. 2 attached to CC2007/0027
 to allow for the retention of the demountable accommodation for a further temporary period of ten years

Decision:  Grant Permission
Any others received after issue of agenda. No further applications/permissions/refusals received.
6)
SALC report:
Cllr Abbiss reported that the Area Committee held at Quatt last week welcomed Di Dorrell from SALC talking about The Transparency Code. Although not many members turned up it was an informative meeting. Next meeting planned for 22nd March.
SALC Executive meeting will be held on 8th February.

Big Conversation workshop event held yesterday.
Chairman thanks Cllr Abbiss for her report.

7)
Unitary Councillor’s report:
Unitary Cllr Shineton reported on the following:
· Flicks in the Sticks in Cleobury Mortimer

· Information required to compile a Social History of the area – will email information out to Cllrs.

· Concern re: ShropDoc/111 being merged – Patients Group at Cleobury have put letter together regarding this. Patient Participation Group for Ditton Priors Surgery needs a representative from this area. Need to protest regarding any possibly merger of ShropDoc/111.
· Mud on the roads especially at The Bold – need to ring the Police 101 or Crimestoppers as they are the only people who can enforce the road being cleaned up. It is very difficult for Highways to repairs the roads in this area due to the mess on the road from the farm.

· SC struggling with budget – meeting on Wednesday, but still not sure that they will get from the Government. Cllr Shineton continues to lobby in London for rural areas.

· Highley unlikely that the Council Support Tax Grant will be given to Parish and Town Councils again.
· Parking problems at all local schools appears to be unsolvable. Letter sent to all parents at Stottesdon School/Playgroup.

Chairman thanked Cllr Abbiss Shineton for her report – Cllr Shineton left the meeting.

8)
Financial matters:

a) Outstanding payments: Clerk’s salary - £xxx

 HMRC PAYE - £135.58

SALC - £80 and £30 = £110 (training)

Viking Account - £41.42

M Pearce a/c Footpath mowing - £40

Bridgnorth & District Crime Prevention Panel (Crucial Crew) - £105
It was RESOLVED that all these accounts are paid and signatories authorised to sign cheques.

b) Income since last meeting – statement not received.
c) Bank statement/Quarterly bank reconciliation:
Clerk explained the reconciliations and it was RESOLVED to accept these.

d) Precept – including letter from SC:
Clerk had worked out a provisional budget for consideration by Cllrs of £17,934.00. Councillors worked through this budget and after being given costings for several items by the Clerk a final budget was reached of £26,570.00. 
Councillors considered this very seriously and had to take into consideration the hours of the Clerk (paid for 70 per month and already worked 112.5 hrs this month) to comply with The Transparency Code, possible other work from SC, increased the burial grant amounts for Stottesdon/Sidbury Churches and Chorley Chapel, new website and administration/training/street name signs and a donation to Cleobury Youth Partnership.
It was agreed to ask the Dr’s Surgery for details of the couch they need for the Surgery at Stottesdon (approx cost £900) which Cllrs agreed to purchase through donations/s137 – Clerk had checked this out with SALC who confirmed that it was legally possible to purchase this.

A quote received from Mark Pearce to refurbish the notice board and benches was also approved by Councillors and Clerk was instructed to ask for the work to commence a.s.a.p.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk completes the necessary paperwork for a precept of £26,570 which will increase the Council Tax to parishioners.
9)
Parish matters/problems:
a) Parish problems:
· Massive pothole by The Highlands

· Potholes on Pickthorn Lane

Cllr Abbiss left the meeting at this point.

· Rubbish thrown out on the Harcourt Road and by Homelands, Chorley – Clerk will ask Willowdene to carry out a litterpick.

· Window frames/lorries/metal dumped behind the Village Hall – Clerk was asked to report this to SC again.

· Caravan still being lived in on the building plot next to the Old Blacksmiths, High Green, Chorley.

· Potholes on Moon House Bank – out within a week of being filled.

· Stottesdon arm on the fingerpost at The Highlands pointing the wrong way.

· Willowdene removed tree fallen into part of the road at The Hamlet as it does not appear that anyone has moved in as yet.

· Flood at the top of Litley Bank – SC waiting for the jetter!

Clerk will deal with all these complaints.

 b) Parish Watch:

· Vehicle at Field, Harcourt Road, Stottesdon – appeared to be linked with a vehicle at Farlow on the same day.
· Lloyds Bank, Cleobury Mortimer stolen cash point machine.

· Appear to be lots of tools being stolen mainly in the Ludlow area.

· Caravan fires and break in to vehicle at Desert Woods.

 c) Road Name signs: Quote for signs – a meeting will have to be convened to look into this.
d) Notice board/bench refurbishment quotation – dealt with under precept. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk instructs Mr Pearce to carry out the work to include the other bench in Glebe Drive and the one by the Dr’s Surgery.
10)
Transparency Code:

a) Grant application form completed re: funding for website/laptop etc. Clerk confirmed that this had all been approved by SALC who had sent this into NALC and should know whether we have been successful the middle of February.
11)
Correspondence:  All noted as received unless stated.
Emails forwarded include:

SALC Bulletins

SC - Electoral roll monthly update

Shropshire Council: Site Allocations and Management of Development (SAMDev) Plan – Adoption

The Big Conversation Workshop Event

Buckingham Palace Garden Party - Thursday 19th May 2016 – agreed to nominate Chairman, Cllr Barratt
Green Futures - 2016 Shropshire Seminars

Shrop.NET consultation – Clerk to complete
NHS Future Fit Digest

Property Flood Protection Assessment - Free Service

Rural Vulnerability Service - Rural Broadband - January 2016

Act Now to Save ShropDoc - petitions in Dr’s Surgery for people to sign
Forthcoming road closures – see attached list

SALC Information Bulletin - 13 January 2016 – Procurement document requires attention – Cllr Hill took this to read.
12)
Date of next meeting: 
22nd February 2016 + yearly dates as per newsletter.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.45pm.

Cheques written:
SALC - £110 – cheque no: 000399
M Pearce - £40 – cheque no: 000400

Viking - £41.24 – cheque no: 0004001

Mrs F Morris - £xxx – cheque no: 000402

HMRC PAYE - £135.58 – cheque no: 000403

Bridgnorth Crime Prevention Panel - £105 – cheque no: 000404

Signed:  Chairman




Date:
These minutes were approved after 2 alterations marked in red on page 983 ‘e’ removed from Highley, should read ‘highly’ and ‘Abbiss ‘replaced  with Shineton. These were duly initialled by the Chairman.
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