Stottesdon and Sidbury Parish Council


Parish Council meeting held on Monday 19th March 2012 at 7.30pm in Chorley Village Hall.
Present:

Cllrs: B Hamilton-Russell (Chairman), R Abbiss, M Shineton, H Barratt, D Walsh, A Parsons,

S Steed’

Clerk: Mrs F Morris

Parishioners: 0

0)
Public participation – 15 minutes

No parishioners present.

Chairman pointed out that after the last PC meeting which went on quite late the agenda had been altered around as often the Shropshire Cllr’s report and ALC report have to be rushed through. Clerk’ report would not be read out but Cllrs asked to make any comments and also correspondence, as listed, would not be read out and would deal with items needing attention. All agreed to try this out.

1)
Apologies for absence:

Cllrs T Casswell (work) and R Bunn (work). RESOLVED to accept these apologies.

2)
Declaration of Interests

“To receive declarations of Interest of personal and prejudicial interest on any item on the agenda in accordance with Section 50-52 of the Local Government Act & The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) England Order 2001”.

	Name
	Personal
	Prejudicial

	Cllr B Hamilton-Russell
	11b  - Parish Watch

8d  - RDA donation request
	

	Cllr H Barratt
	
	5a – Chorley Manor planning application

	Cllr R Abbiss
	7 - ALC report
	8d – Nightingale Nursing Fund donation request

	Cllr M Shineton
	
	8d – Nightingale Nursing fund donation request

	
	
	


3)
To confirm minutes of the meeting held on February 27th 2012:
It was RESOLVED that this matters be signed as a true record. Chairman signed the minutes.

4)
Matters Arising from the minutes:

 (a)  Clerk’s Progress report:

Shop:

Mr Boultwood gave receipt to Clerk from the Plunkett Foundation for the £475, unfortunately this was only a letter with no VAT number and addressed to Mr Boultwood for PC. This would have been unacceptable for VAT purposes and so Clerk asked the Plunkett Foundation for a receipted invoice in PC name which has now been received.

HORSE signs:

These are in place.

Jubilee coins:

The school requested 76 coins – 51 children living in the parish and 25 out of the parish.

Plans – Chorley:

Nathan Home’s plans have been withdrawn and an application will be lodged shortly for ‘temporary’ accommodation.

Potholes:

Rays Farm potholes filled in.

Work carried out today at Riddings Lane with a road closure.

Chairman also reported that repairs had also been made to the Honeysuckle/Hardwick road.

Clerk was asked to write to Graham Downes and thank him for the work carried out.

Fox and Hounds car park:

Enforcement Officer emailed today and then telephoned. She will write to the owners asking them to tidy up this site but unfortunately would be unable to issue an s215 as the case would not be strong enough.

Cllr Shineton was concerned regarding this reply as the previous Enforcement Officer had taken action and agreed to investigate the matter further.
Cllr Abbiss pointed out that a recent document sent out from ALC confirmed that areas such as this could have ‘markers’ put down to keep this in the public arena.

Pound Lane BW:

Matt Home would be happy to help with any work on this BW. SC will look at it and come back to Clerk.

CIL/Place Plans:

Papers sent through from this presentation and forwarded to Cllrs.

Dog control orders:

Clerk asked SC about the Dog Control Orders but has been told that these were not put in place by BDC before unitary so therefore nothing is in place.

(b)  Any other matters arising:
None.

5)
Planning applications: 

a) Works to include insertion of windows, doors and rooflights; with internal alterations to South Barn and Gate House all to facilitate conversion to residential accommodation (modification to previously approved 10/02998/LBC) - Chorley Manor, Chorley – application number: 12/00983/LBC:

Cllr Barratt declared a prejudicial interest in this application and left the room.

Several Cllrs visited this site and some of the work involved had been dictated by H & S. After discussions Cllrs felt that the alterations were an improvement on the original plans and the work carried out for bat preservation was incredible. It was RESOLVED that these plans be accepted and to make the comment that the PC were very impressed with the conservation efforts for the bats.

Cllr Barratt was called back into the room.

b) Any others received after issue of agenda:
No further plans received.

c) Planning permissions:

 Bardley Cottage, Bagginswood – this was granted following a site visit where Officers could see the original cottage/extension and that this would ‘balance’ the cottage up.
Raysland – This is still being dealt with by Officers (legal agreement wording).

d) Plans withdrawn:

Firien Barn, Bagginswood

6)
Shropshire Councillor’s report:
S. Cllr Shineton appreciated this item being earlier on the agenda but might have to report later at some meetings due to previous meetings. RESOLVED that this would be dealt with when the situation arises.
Cllr Shineton reported that she had just arrived back from London following a meeting (attended wearing her SRHA hat) and gave a brief report.
· A survey had been carried out across the Country with Parish and Town Councils on the Localism Bill Planning and it echoed everything said.
· Cost of referendum to be borne by SC.
· SALC are members of the RSN (Rural Services Network).
· Government door half open re: rural funding. Trying to make them understand how rural areas do re funding etc – more evidence might be asked for.
· Reduction in bus services – EU legislation brought down.
· PRH/RSH reconfiguration – Cllrs confirmed they were aware of this.
· Expressed concern regarding the Council Tax increase comment from a parishioner as this increase included Emergency Services as well as PC and SC had not increased their part. This would be dealt with later.
· SC – change of departments with some being moved to the Guildhall with lots of other alterations going on.
· Wyre Forest Council – AVWM funding coming to an end so there might be some grants available from this.
· Bio-mass boiler installed at Cleobury Mortimer Primary School using woodchip.
· Electoral Boundaries readjusted in some places, i.e. Tasley.
· SamDev – consultation event to be arranged at Cleobury. Clerk was asked to notify Eddie West that Cleobury APM is on 18th April as their clerk is away at present.
· Public Health moving into SC programmes with health and Scrutiny.
· SC buying off BDC housing stock through a loan which will be less than what is being paid to the Gvt.
· Leisure facilities at Bridgnorth not yet resolved.
· Shropshire Museum – open evening where old photos etc could be looked at. 
· Replacing Code of Conduct/ Declaration of Interest is still being looked into.
· Olympic Torch – meeting Friday 6pm Cleobury Mortimer. Details of routes published in Shropshire Star tonight.
Chairman thanked S Cllr Shineton for her report.
7)
ALC report:
Cllr Abbiss declared a personal interest as Chairman

Cllr Abbiss (ALC Chairman) gave the following report:

· Shrewsbury MP has commented that Parish and Town Councils are too expensive and has raised the question in the House of Commons.

· Area meeting at Bridgnorth Tuesday 27th – speakers Ambulance and Bridgnorth Hospital update.

· Executive meeting held today – membership survey results looked at and positive comments had been received. This is to be looked at further.
· Account for subs to come out shortly.

· New Standing orders agreed by Executive.

· Business Plan put together.

· Figures quoted regarding what other Local Authorities give their Associations. Shropshire currently gives £3000 plus office space use.

· Audit fees – less than £10,000 budget no fee.

· Planning Parish and Town Council Oscar Awards ceremony as an alternative to the AGM at Wroxeter. The Jan Snell and John Ward awards will be given out at this event. Tickets limited to 150 which will include a ball and meal.

· Clerk queried if the Quality Council re-accreditation had been discussed and was told that it had and that ALC would be writing to NALC suggesting that there should be 80% membership (elected or co-opted) to keep QC status.

Chairman thanked Cllr Abbiss for her report.

8)
Financial matters: 

a) Clerk’s fees/expenses:
Mrs F Morris - £44.18 expenses 

Mrs F Morris - £xxx salary

b) HMRC PAYE - £145.64

c) Accounts to be paid:

Willowdene (Lengthsman account) - £1590.00
Chorley Village Hall - £280 (12 months hire)

It was RESOLVED that these accounts be paid and signatories were instructed to sign the cheques.

d) Donation requests from:

 Nightingale Nursing Fund – Cllrs Abbiss and Shineton declared a prejudicial interest as fund raisers and left the room.

After discussions it was RESOLVED that as the budget for donations had been overspent due to the donation for the shop the donation requests on the agenda should be held over until the April meeting when the new funding will be available.

Cllrs Abbiss and Shineton were called back into the meeting and the decision explained to them.

Marie Curie, Samaritans, Pat Straughan RDA- agreed to leave until next meeting.
It was also confirmed that the shop had been successful in their LJC request for funding and that the questionnaire was moving towards being finalised.

e)Bank statement:
Chairman checked this and confirmed amount to Cllrs and signed the statement.

Clerk also pointed out that she has checked out alternative banking for deposit account and had to hand details from the Unity Bank who offered interest on both current/deposit accounts of 0.01%. Banking for this had be carried out via posting cheques off and special arrangements being made with either a PO or Local Bank for cash paying in.

It was RESOLVED that for the very little interest involved it was not worth changing over but thanked Clerk for the work involved in checking this all out.

9)
Jubilee Celebrations update:
Following the recent meeting this will be held on Sunday 3rd June although the large screen will be put up in the Church for anyone to go and watch the other events in there.

Rev Resch is making further enquires and people will be asked to bring food for sharing to the event.
It was decided not to have a beacon on the Church tower.

Clerk once again asked the question regarding the coins as the school had asked if they could have coins for all children in the school (51 in parish, 25 out of parish). It was RESOLVED that the coins will only be provided for children in the parish and will be given out at the event on 3rd June with others being handed out at later to those who do not attend.

10)
Correspondence – including emails:

Receipt re: Stotty Shop

Weekly Planning lists

SC – Mobile library changes – details will be put in the newsletter
SC – Fire Safety Awareness Briefing by Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service – no interest shown
ALC – Information Bulletins (weekly)

SC Enforcement – Old Fox and Hounds car park – dealt with earlier
SC – Emergency Plan template – will wait until after the training session which Cllr Barratt will be attending.
www.localcouncilinfo.com
ALC – Broadband

‘HereSay’ email – Clerk had responded to this email asking for details of whether this was a Company/not for profit organisation/community group but no response had been received. 
Clerk has since been told by Alan Vincent that this involves himself, Rev Resch and Richard Varley. Clerk pointed out that an email had been sent as this initial email had confused lots of people as no one knew who had sent it or who was involved and suggested that Heresay comes to the Annual parish Meeting to explain this to parishioners.
It was RESOLVED that the PC would stand back from this but agreed that they could attend the Annual Parish meeting to explain this although an agenda item would not be provided.

Council Tax increase email – Clerk had acknowledged this to Mrs Griffiths. Clerk had typed out a full explanation of the increase and also a table showing last year’s figures/this year’s figures and the difference to each Band.
Reserves should not be used unless in exceptional circumstances.

Chairman read out comments that he intended making in his Chairman’s report and would explain the precept at the Annual Parish meeting.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk’s explanation be included in the newsletter and that the Chairman should also make comments in his report. Clerk was thanked for her work on this.

Clerk will reply to Mrs Griffiths confirming that an explanation will be included in the newsletter.

11)
Parish matters/problems:
a) Parish problems

· Dead branch hanging in oak tree at Litley. Clerk queried this with Matt Home who confirmed that this had been dealt with. Cllr Barratt is due to have some work carried out on trees and will ask for this to be dealt with.
· Tree across footpath toward the bottom of Litley – agreed to report this to the P3 group.
· Clerk confirmed that SC had been to look at the verge outside The Hollies (Joyce Yardley’s) as this is being over ridden by vehicles and the hedge is beginning to fall into the road. The shed on the end of this property has also been clipped. SC will provide reflector posts to try to stop this problem.
 b) Parish Watch:
Cllr Hamilton-Russell declared a personal interest as co-ordinator.

Vehicle reported with Irish number plate in the parish, as per email circulated. No registration available.

c) Parish Plan update:

Cllr Parsons apologised for being behind schedule with this but provided a ‘proposed content’ sheet for the full version which will be published on the website.
It was suggested that this is produced in ‘landscape’ format as this is easier to read.

Nothing at odds in it to the core Strategy.

Will be updated periodically on the website.

Community Council approached for Housing Needs Survey.

Chairman thanked Cllr Parsons for her work on this.

12)
Format for future agendas:
The changing of the agenda appeared to have worked tonight although there were no parishioners present tonight and it was RESOLVED to carry on with this.

13)
Date of next meeting:

16th April (Annual Parish Meeting) Clerk asked if a speaker should be invited. It was RESOLVED to ask Chris Edwards, Area Director South to speak on road maintenance/drainage/tree monitoring.
StottyShop representatives should also be invited to give an update.

23rd April (Parish Council)

CHEQUES WRITTEN:

Mrs F Morris – salary £xxx

Mrs F Morris – expenses £44.18
HMRC – £145.64
Willowdene – £1590.00 (VAT £265.00)
Chorley Village Hall - £280.00
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.25pm

These minutes were approved at the Parish Council meeting held on 23rd April with the amendments made in red approved and initialled by the Chairman.
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